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~ Pragram Committee~

Banguet Chairperson Charlene McKinng
Co~Chairperson Sharon Stenhouse
“licket Chairpersons ulia Bethel
ulie A, m&alwm
Journal Chairperson Loretta Fones
Hostesses' Flowers Dawne _McNeal
Hostesses “Tanisha Davis
JIna Pryor
Brianka Trueheart
Linnea Young

wagany=
Jntroduction of Mistresses of Ms. Caroline “Hoffmar
Ceremony
Meistresses of Ceremony Mrs. Mary Randolpl
Ms. Rose Castro
Welcome Miss “Tiana Stenhouse
Selection Miss JJuliette Jones
Jnvocation MissBeverly Abram
~Dinnev—~
Occasion Ms. Rose Castro
Tribute to Honorees Dr. Celes Tisdale
Presentation of Honorees Mrs. Mary Randolpl
Ms. Rose Castro
Qonarees

Geneva Allen Alice Davenport

Mary Chappelle Charlotte Lewis

Inez Harris Jessica Fohnson
Scection Dr. Fackie Peoples
Remarks Mrs. Sharon Stenhouse
Remarks Mrs. Charlene McKinn
Benediction Rev. Richard Stenhous

Music %ﬂ@é
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|BETHEL CHURCH!
PLANS TO PAY OFF
' MORTGAGE IN YEAR

A target date in November;
1961 for ‘the clearing of all in-
|debtedness on the Bethel Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church
was announced today by the pas-
tor, Dr, Harry J. White, after
a successful Fall Mortgage
"I Rally.

Dr. White said a total of $10,-
101.66 was raised in the special
.fcampaign. Of that amount, he
lsaid, §3300 was turned over to J
-{the Presbytery of Western New }
York, (hus reducing the mort-
page to SI000. |

P -

The church building at 1525
Michigan Ave., lormerly the|
Govenant Prasbyterian Church,
was purchascd under a mort
gnua lnan fram tha Dreshvrery,
Dr. White said the balance of
‘| tha monov raiced in the special |
campwign will be used for be-
|nevolences and regmar church
CAPCNNCS,
‘| If the November 1361 target
‘|date can be met successfully,
‘| Pr. White said, the mortgages
. |to both the church and the par-
*|sonage will be burned in a spe-
t'cial ceremony in June 1962.

A new library room to serve
Bethel African Methodist Epis-
s i g
ghmthm at 1525 Mjchi::

‘e.

‘The library was named fte
> :‘1::" Harry J. White, m
; - the church. The Rey. Mr.
‘zl.ﬂte sald the honor was one of
1 ni O;l;hmﬂng milestones in his
‘Others who - iy Cwer
the ‘Rev. Hatian M. " Frost.” ore
otm" ive secretary of the Council
Godtyand s, S
nemmpmg' ms : ehurc’ht:." - Dt
- library  will e ;
Wednesdays and Feidays. fro
.m, to g ﬂ?;:. and Sundays from
} 0:30 am. Th ;
Jean Kida, Mrs, Bl

T
Church That Hid

- mortgage 0 4
been reduced to $45.000. |
B e e, White's lea

- started — You

2 e Chirch Nei

Slaves Observes -
Its 125th Year

A NEGRO church which once|

A7) A

served as an underground-| -

railroad station for slaves fleeing | -

from the South to Canada will :

celebrate its 125th anniversary to-
MOITOW. 7

Historic Bethel African Meth-
odist Episcopal Chureh at 15251 -
Michigan Ave. is the oldest Negro
congregation in Buffalo. Its omﬁ‘
inal meeting place was on Wash-
ington St.

Anniversary seryices will be
held in the present church at

1525 Michigan Ave., which the | .
congregation purchased in 1933.}"

The property formerly was own
by Convenant Presbyterian
C{Aurch. 3
Dr. Harry J. White, pastor. \ym
preach at 10:30 o'clock on “Churist, |
the Chief Cornerstone.” Church
organizations will sponsor a ted
from 4 to 6:30 o'clock. A musical |’
program  will be given at 7:30
o'clock by the Evening Choir.
Mrs, Alberta Nelson will direct

the group and speak. Lay people |

participating in morning and eve-

ning services have been members |

of the church for 25 years or
more.

A small frame building at
Washington and Carroll Sts. was
the first meeting place of the con-
gregation. In 1845 the congrega-
tion moved to a brick edifice at
17 Vine St.

Both buildings were used as
underground-railroad stations be-
fore and during the Civil War,
Negroes coming North were
»rought in from Rochester and
thidden in the church cellar. After
dark small groups were taken
down to the foot of Ferry St
where sympathizers rowed them
to the Canadian shore.

Bethel members worshipped in
the Vine St. c¢hurch until 1928
when the building was razed for
the William St. extension, Before
moving to its present site, ‘the
congregation met at 551 Eagle St.

Bethel Church was organized
L e

was ) as a vil-

e. e AME denoninatio:i

P
about 1,200,000, was started in
Philadelphia in 1816 by a former
Neg;\cmve..mchard' SRy ¢
Since Dr, White hecame _pastor

oy , Bethel has re-}
ears tSOAm‘. aedl

ceived 500 mem - and

185,000 for all purposes. )

:mlm members., A :ﬁm !
ge on the new property
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MORTGAGE BURNING CEREMONY (Parsonage)
April 8, 1962
(Feliowship Hall)

MISTRESS OF CERMONIES

opriate and highly significant that the mortgage on
the parsoiggisoi£p§igistcrs home should be burned in connectlonlwtth
the mortgage burning of the Church and the observance of our 131s
Anniversary, Certainly God has wrought great things in our midst,
April 8, 1962 should bz a day long remembered by the faithful of = .
Bethel, This is a day of rejoicing; for after many years of burdene
some payments on principal and interest the mortgage on our property
at 52 Eaton Street has been retired, Few churches ever live long
enough to tell the story of a double mortgage burning. We believe
that this note-worthy accomplishment points up the kind of progressive
leadership that Bethel has been blessed with for the past ten years,
Ladies and Gentlemen, I give you the Pastor of Bethel, Rev, Harry J,
White,

PASTOR WHITE

Members of Bethel throughout the almost 30 years of my mine
istry 1 cannot recall any occasion that has afforded me more real /
pleasure and deep seated satisfaction than the two very significant ¢
occasions of this day namely our Mortgage Burning Ceremonies. It is
true that a church seldom rises above its leadership and where there
Is no vision the people perish, but it is equally true that good
leadership is doomed to failure unless it strikes a responsive cord in
the hearts of the followers., When Pastor and people work together
with a common ob jective namely the good of the church, all things are
possible., I am happy to present to you at this time a wonderful group
of people; The Trustee Board Of Bethel,

TRUSTEE BOARD

Almost 10 years ago God sent to us a Moses with orders to
lead his people (Bethel) to the promise land. We feel that the most

of our office and here-with pledge that we will continue to work pri=-
marily in the best interest of our beloved Zion, We pray that as the
torch is set to these papers there will also be kindled within us new

zest and a greater love for the cause for which the Master of men gave
the last measure of his devotion; Even His Life,

MORTGAGE BURNING, Facol Rell, fBecbad Vrmca, ferirnss Wtearea g etreld Wlorek.

e

SELECTION = Youth Choir - We Have Come This Far By Faith

MISPAH =ececececccacaaca Soctial Hour




MORTGAGE BURNING CEREMONY (Church)
April 8, 1962

(Sanctuary)
SELECTION~ All Hail The Power (Congregation Standing)
#3 AME HYMNAL
) P ¢ 7~ . -
STEWARD BD, /ead +f (Ulbetlar [ietao

The Steward Board of Bethel Church being the spiritual cus-
todians of the church, and the immediate lay helpers of the Pastor is

happy to share in this challenging and momentous hour., We are sure

that this milestone in ocour long and colorful history will tend to
deepen the roots of our spiritual l1life and extend the reach of our
faith. It is with a sense of deep humility that we place our appro=-

bation upon these proceedings and say to the Pastor and people alike
"well done",

SELECTION- All Hail The Power Second Verse
MINISTER TO TRUSTEE BOARD

My Bretheren, God through his grace has brought us to this
hour. Many of our loved ones who were here with us in times past would
have rejoiced to witness this occasion but they died without the sight,
God grant us the courage to go forth from this hallowed spot with re-
newed courege to do even more for the Master with each succeeding daye.
As your Minister I am deeply grateful for the encouragement and co=-
operation that you as a Board of Trustees have given me, Certainly we

L FORUSTRS =y S 2\ A OSSR S S 18 8 Ty TR e " i



MORTGAGE BURNING CEREMONY (Church)
April 8, 1962

(Sanctuary)
SELECTION~ A1l Hail The Power (Congregation Standing)
#3 AME HYMNAL
STEWARD BD, Heads 4+ Ulberla Vietior

The Steward Board of Bethel Church being the spiritual cus-
todians of the church, and the immediate lay helpers of the Pastor is
happy to share in this challenging and momentous hour, We are sure
that this milestone in our long and colorful history will tend to
deepen the roots of our spiritual life and extend the reach of our
faith., It is with a sense of deep humility that we place our appro=
bation upon these proceedings and say to the Pastor and people alike

"well done".

SELECTION= All Hail The Power Second Verse

MINISTER TO TRUSTEE BOARD

My Bretheren, God through his grace has brought us to this
hour, Many of our loved ones who were here with us in times past would
have rejoiced to witness this occasion but they died without the sight,
God grant us the courage to go forth from this hallowed spot with re-
newed courege to do even more for the Master with each succeeding daye
As your Minister I am deeply grateful for the encouragement and co=-
operation that you as a Board of Trustees have given me. Certainly we
have arrived together, God Be Praised}

TRUSTEE BOARD flead/ Ay fudslfbs & ams

Pastor White and members of our beloved Bethel: the Trustee
Board recognizes the deep significance of this all important milestone
{n the life of our Church, and take due cognizance of our continued
responsibilities, as custodians of the properties of the visible body
of Christ., We herewith pledge our full support to the program of the
future and move forward fron this hour with resolute determination,
and fixed purpose, It is therefore in this spirit that we light a
flame to these papers which in times past represented a measure of
bondage. As they are transformed into ashes may we be liberated from
all that symbolize bondage or fear, and face the future with faith in
God, untrammeled and unafraid.

leftera > Caeloic

MORTGAGE BURNING - /ccdrlpts Lame | (o Fhul Nortomii, Leom
SOLO "Bless This House™ = Mrs, Alberta Pinkard

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow (Congregation Standing)
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FASHION SHOW COMMITTEE

Seated, left to right: Mesdames Alice Davenport, Ruth Jackson, Claudia Thompson, Cora P Maloney, Carrie Carr, Matilda
BEmily Tel irie Washington, Mes—

Briscoe and Virginia Means Standing, ri i
. g, right to left: Mrs Whittiker, Miss Du Miss Mar:
es Keturah Brown, Beulah Jones, Vera Battles, Pearl Echols, and Miss Lty Dron, Durant,
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MRS. MATILDA D. SEAMSTER, Chairman of the Crown Jewels
MRS. ALICE DAVENPORT — Crystal Diamond
MRS. BEULAH JONES — Blue Sapphire
MRS. VERA GLADDEN — Red Red Ruby

Seated from left to right: Mrs. G. G. Crumpley, Rev. G. G. Crumpley,
Mrs. Matilda D. Seamster, Chairman.

Mrs. Lula Peoples (Chairman, Afternoon Program); 2, Mrs.
Alga Day (Music); 3, Mrs. Ellen Sloan (Publicity); 4, Mrs. Pearl Richard-
son (Chairman of Finance); 5, Mrs. Carolyn B. Thomas (Co-chairman).

(Not shown): Mrs. Grace Pennington (Business Manager).

Standing: 1,




Left to Right:
Mrs. Viola

Sadie Jeffers,
Knight,

Lewis,

Mrs.
Mrs. Bessie
Mrs. Clara Wright,

Mrs. Gladys Hamilton, Mrs.

Odessa Williams,
Bessie Montgomery, Mrs.

‘Allen, as part of their

‘Negro History  program.

rs., Grace Terry, president.

Challenger Senior Editor.

arfield Winton was prin-

¢ipal speaker. Mr. Hinton

% inighlighted  the life. of

: brederick Douglass.
Mrs. Peoples Mrs. White Mrs, Harris t
CHURCHGOING TRIO—Mrs. King Peoples of 52 Peckham St, Mlﬂ- g
Harry J. White, wife of the minister, and Mrs. Aloma Harris ofg)gz:;y 5
St.,mend services conductcd by Dr. Harry J. White, minister of the g -

iscopal Church, Michigan. and E. Ferry, C-E Photo

emw /955

o~

[

Mrs.

s -
Shoto By Ira Dixon

Grace Terry, President;
Mrs. Harriett Hinckle, Mrs.
Beulah Jones, Mrs. Sadie
Williams, Mrs. Della Pope,
Rev. Harry J. White, pas-
tor; Mrs. Lottie Payton, and
Mrs.Sallie Hearns.

; ?\"e«w

BETHEL AME CHURCH

The 15th Annual Choco-
late Hour was held at
Bethel AME Church, Rev.
Harry J. White paqwr Sun-
day. % rels

The program Wﬂb spon-
sored by the Daughters of
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1525 MICHIGAN AVENUE

REV. HARRY J. WHITE, SRr., MINISTER
67 EATAR aTRE Cr OFFICE: TT 6-165

RES. TT 2-724

BUFFALQO 9, NEW YORK
November 7, 1961

.
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. t111 i1 { ¥ 111 !
SRS ERUER {11 ! SEEEERE!

My Dear Member & Speciai Worker:

As your Minister I take justifiable pride first of all in
commending you for a job well done, aad secondly in placing

you in the chosen category of a blue ribb
Belove@ Bethel, on member of your

(JY R

-

Whenever we think of awarding a blue ribbon we necessarily
think of a champion, of a winner, of someone who dared to
stay with the task until it was completed. This is cer=-
tainly a vivid description of you. Your fidelity to the
cause of Christ in general and to the more immediate needs
of the kingdom in this part of the Master's vineyard is
heartwwarming to say the least.

1 ya gy e

These are days when the Church desperately needs a champion,
The @ivine inquiry has been made "Who then will consecrate
himself unto the Lord today®? It is heartening to know
that God still has a remenant = a chosen few who are willing
to set their sails toward the distant horizon and pilot
their tossing barks through the treacherous waters of life's
unchartered sea, till the voyage is ended and we reach our
desired haven.

—

g
gt
=
=

May 1 offer my humble thanks for your loyalty to a worthy
cause?

Faithfully yours,

BETHEL A. M. E. CHURCH

e M O

Rev. Harry J. White, Minister

HJW/stm



! BETHEL A. M. E. CHURCH

i~ .
1- mﬁ~;; 1525 Michigan Avenue

5 A- ; Buffalo, New York RESIDENCE:
;1 W0mwem i 'l‘elepltqne? - SU:1§50 52 Eaton Street
. fiarry J. White, Minister Tel. EL.7241

November 13, 1960

Dear Member and Special Worker:

One of the largest and most successful rallies in
the long and colorful history of Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church has just come to a close, Grand total
raised including last Sundey - $10,223,66,

First of all, we bow our heads in heartfelt thanks-
giving to God from whom all blessings flow. Secondly, the
Pastor and members of Bethel wish to express to you their
sincere appreciation for your distinct contribution in
helping to reach and go beyeond our desired goal,

We felicitate you and pray heaven's richest blessings
upon you, that you may continue to prove equal to the many
and varied tasks that may be yours in the years that lie
ahead,

Faithfully yours,
BETHEL A.M.E. CHURCH

Rev, Harry J, e, Minister

.......

“
» -«
revvwr'
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Bethel’s Honoree
For Couneil Dinner

Mrs. Alexander. affectionately xnown
to all Beth='ite< a5 “Carrie” the helpful
one, is so called because she helps so
many persons in so verv many places
and on 2" kinds of occasions. She serves
as Treasurer of the General Missionary
Society, ‘Gld IllLvie  dor her Usher
Board #2, and Chairlady of fund raising
for the “here Am I" Unit of Missionary
Women. She stands by the program of

une church.
She is at home in the kitchen of her be-

loved Bothel Church; visits and cares for
the sick and shut-ins; is active in the
community; and yet she does not neglect
her family, because she is busily encour-
aging all of them, including her in-laws,
to get involved in the church work too.
On Tuesday, March 10, 1987 Mrs.
Alexander, honoree, was given a plaque al

Mrs. Carrie Alexander

Dinner, held at the Hyatt Regency.
‘We salute Carrie Alexander, Lay

the Annual Council of Churches Awards ~Worker!

— - i

Over A Century

Bethel Church salutes a wonderf!
mother and grandmother. On J. y
28th, 1986, Mrs. Cora Lee Lowe celebrat-
ed her 102nd birthday. She had been a
resident of Egg Harbor City for 85 years
before coming to Buffalo to reside with
her daughter, Mrs. Josephine Peeples of

Loring Avenue.
Mrs. Lowe had been an active member

for 95 years of St. Luke African
Meunodist Episcopal Church, and was
Secretary of her Stewardess Board.

The Atlantic City District Alliance
conferred many awards to her for a de-
voted and faithful service to her church.
muayotolEg‘gmrborCitydnopl'e-
sentea an award for a distinguished civie
contribution that enriche? ‘%z communi-

.&n is the mother of 10 children: 8
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren
and 20 great, great-grandchildren. May
%blmmm Lowe!

our hands were hande that Loi- o
the neady, the ic and il at ease; they

o =

Mrs. Cora Lee Lowe
were hands that were always ready to
try to serve and please. Thicy were hands
that got things accomplished, no task
was too great or too small. With a grip of
determination, your hands tackled them

mu
— Mrs. Beulah L. Jones
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